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                                        Find out how you can turn what you love into a career. Discover why, how, and when to plan your career. Explore your skills, interests, passions, and what you value in a job. Start planning your career now!
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                                        Are you in high school or considering a post-secondary education? Get started with post-secondary planning and begin exploring your options. Then learn how to make it happen, get involved in student life, and plan for future employment in your field.

                                    

                                


                                
                                    

                                    
                                        

                                        

                                    

                                

                            

                            
                                
                                    	Back 
	Explore Education and Training
	
                                                    Additional Resources for Specific Audiences
                                                
	
                                                    Earnings by Post-Secondary Field of Study
                                                
	
                                                    Explore School and Program Options
                                                
	
                                                    Explorez  l'éducation et la formation
                                                
	
                                                    Learn About Apprenticeship
                                                
	
                                                    Learn About Transferring and Admissions
                                                
	
                                                    Pay for Your Education
                                                
	
                                                    Plan Your Education
                                                
	
                                                    Plan for Graduate School
                                                
	
                                                    Post-Secondary Education and Training Testimonials
                                                
	
                                                    Ready to Go Back to High School?
                                                
	
                                                    Retraining: How to Launch a New Career
                                                
	
                                                    Student Services at Post-Secondary Schools
                                                
	
                                                    Time to Choose Your Post-Secondary Education
                                                


                                

                            


                                
                                    
                                        Quick Links

                                        	
                                                    Alberta Student Aid
                                                
	
                                                    Education FAQs
                                                
	
                                                    Post-Secondary Programs
                                                
	
                                                    ScholarshipsCanada
                                                
	
                                                    Schools in Alberta
                                                
	
                                                    Training Services Directory
                                                
	
                                                    Transfer Alberta
                                                


                                    

                                

                        

                    

                

            
	
                Look for WorkMore
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                            
                                                

                                                

                                            

                                        Look For Work

                                    

                                    
                                        Are you looking for a job, drafting your resumé, or preparing for an interview? These tools and resources will help get you started.
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                                        Understand your rights and responsibilities at work. Start your new job on the right foot and learn how to handle challenges along the way. Find ways to make your work life more satisfying so you can achieve balance, grow your career, and manage change in the ever-evolving world of work.
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                                        Discover valuable resources to help your clients, students, children, and the people in your community as they plan and achieve their career goals. Check out additional resources for specific audiences and careers to inspire and motivate!
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                                        Curious about what OCCinfo and CAREERinsite have to offer? Wanting new ways to explore our career advice resources? Looking for additional resources for specific audiences? Get the most out of alis with these tools and resources.

                                    

                                


                                
                                    

                                    
                                        

                                        

                                    

                                

                            

                            
                                
                                    	Back 
	Tools and Resources
	
                                                    About Alis
                                                
	
                                                    Additional Resources For Specific Audiences
                                                
	
                                                    Articles
                                                
	
                                                    Collections
                                                
	
                                                    Guides
                                                
	
                                                    Interactive Worksheets
                                                
	
                                                    Outreach Material
                                                
	
                                                    Questions and Answers
                                                
	
                                                    Ressources en français
                                                
	
                                                    Videos
                                                


                                

                            


                                
                                    
                                        Quick Links

                                        	
                                                    Alberta Job Postings
                                                
	
                                                    Alberta Supports
                                                
	
                                                    Alis Publications Archive
                                                
	
                                                    Alis Tutorial Videos
                                                
	
                                                    CAREERinsite: Online Career Planning Tools
                                                
	
                                                    OCCinfo: Alberta Labour Market Information
                                                
	
                                                    Occupational Health and Safety Resource Portal
                                                


                                    

                                

                        

                    

                

            
	
            
                Alberta Supports Contact Centre

                
                    Toll Free
                    1-877-644-9992
                

            

        


                        

                    

                
            

        

    





    
        
            
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                            Search

                            
                                

                            

                        

                    

                

            

        

    



    
        
            
                
                
                    
                        
                            Add this page to a custom guide

                        


                        
                                
                                    [image: ]
                                

                            
                                Need a High School Diploma? - alis

                                You may or may not have to go back to school to get the qualifications you need for the post-secondary program you want.

                            

                        


                            
            
            
            
                Create a New Guide

            

            
                Give your guide a nickname

                
                
                    Only you can see this nickname.
                

            

            
                
                    

                

            

            
                Create Guide
                or
                cancel
                
                    Please complete the recaptcha and try again.
                

            


    



                        
                            
                                
                                    Choose a guide...

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        There was an error. Please try again.

                                    


                                    
                                        This page is already listed in your guide. Please choose a different page to add.

                                    


                                    Create New Guide
                                    What is an alis guide?
                                

                            

                        


                        


                        
                            Close
                        

                    

                

            
            
        

    



    
        
                
                    [image: ]
                


            
                
                    Explore Education & Training


                

                
                    A
                    A
                


                
                    Need a High School Diploma?
                

            

        

        

                
                    
                        
                            
                                	Twitter
	Facebook
	LinkedIn
	Email


                            

                        


                            
                                
                                    Tags

                                    
                                        	#Post-Secondary
	#High School


                                    

                                

                            

                    

                


            If you are over 18 and didn’t finish school, you may find you need a high school diploma (or equivalent) to take a post-secondary or training program or to get a job.

You may or may not have to go back to school to get the qualifications you need for the training or program you want. To find out, follow these suggestions.

Find out what you need to take a post-secondary or training program

If you want to take a post-secondary or training program, you may not need a high school diploma for admission. If you are at least 18 years of age and have certain specified high school courses, you may be eligible for admission.

To find out, check out the mature student admission policy and program admission requirements in a school calendar or website. These requirements may vary from school to school, so check them carefully.

	Does the school allow mature students to apply without all the standard admission requirements?
	Does the school require applicants to pass a writing competency exam?
	Do you qualify under the minimum age and other requirements specified in the school’s mature student admission policies?


Always contact the school to be certain of the requirements for the program you plan to take.

Consider taking upgrading courses
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                                Explore Education and Training

                                How to Get Your High School Diploma in Alberta

                                
                                    If you left high school early, if you need a few more credits or better marks, or if you attended school in a country with different requirements, you might want to consider upgrading or finishing high school.
                                

                            


                        
            

        





You may be eligible for admission to the post-secondary program you want. But are you confident that your academic skills are good enough to successfully complete the program? If not, you may want to consider taking some upgrading courses.

Several schools may offer suitable programs at locations near your home. 

	Many public and private school boards offer part-time continuing education courses for adults. For information, contact your local school board.


	Many public and private colleges and technical institutes offer part-time and full-time programs to help students upgrade their academic skills. These programs are called a variety of names:
	College preparation programs
	Bridging programs
	Pre-technology programs
	Pre-careers programs
	Transitions programs


Contact information for colleges and technical institutes is available through the Alberta Supports Contact Centre. Call 1-877-644-9992 toll-free in Alberta. You can also find upgrading programs at OCCinfo.




	If you can’t attend classes, you may be able to take distance education courses to complete your high school diploma. Search the Online Learning Directory to find programming offered by various Alberta school authorities. You can also find distance learning options at OCCinfo.


Make sure you understand your upgrading options. Upgrading programs may be designed specifically for students who wish to qualify for other programs offered at the same school. If you plan to attend a different school after you graduate from an upgrading program, make sure the qualifications will be accepted at the program you plan to attend.

Consider GED tests to earn a high school equivalency diploma

            
                
                    
                        Important

The GED® will no longer be available in Canada as of May 3, 2024.

Albertans in the process of writing their GED® should plan to complete all their testing by May 3, 2024. Canadian Test Series prep courses and GED® writing centres should inform test takers of this date.

Alberta is leading the development of the Canadian Adult Education Credential as a replacement for the GED®. This new test will be available to Albertans and Canadians in 2024. Check General Educational Development for information and updates.

                    

                

            


The knowledge you have acquired through daily living may be equivalent to the knowledge of a high school graduate. To find out, you can write a series of 5 general educational development (GED) exams to earn a high school equivalency diploma.

Check out General Educational Development to learn more information. 

Before you invest the time and energy to prepare for GED exams, talk to a number of employers who have the types of jobs for which you would like to qualify. Ask if they accept a high school equivalency diploma.

Get the educational requirements you need

Not having a high school diploma can be a challenge. But understanding your options can help you take the next step in your career or education.

Take advantage of the many available options to upgrade your education and get the job you want.
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                    Alberta

                    The Government of Alberta is working in partnership with the Government of Canada to provide employment support programs and services.

The alis website is maintained by Alberta Seniors, Community and Social Services as a cross-government collaboration to support the lifelong career, learning, and employment journeys of Albertans.
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